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Stories Eminently Worth Telling of Experiences and Adventures

)

in the Great National Struggle.

TWO YEARS' MEN.

An Appeal for Justice to Them.

Editor National Tribune: On July
$. 1861, George Blackwell, Delos Cur-
tis, Charles Howard, Alvin G. Hunt,
John Hall, Edward D, C. Jones, Charles
King, Albertus Kellogg, Henry T, Lati-
mer, Peter McKenzie, Henry C. Tucker,
and Henry 8. Wells enllsted at Albion,
N. Y., to serve “two years unless sooner
discharged” in Co. K, 27th N. Y. The

Journal at that

1,500,

pretty General;
many men you have."
reason  the

thar he just wanted to know

The account given by the Loulsville
time 1 belleve to ba

Nelson asked him how many men he
had, gnd Davls #aid that he had aboul
Then Neison said, “You are a
don't know how

Davis tried to
case with him, and sald
it the

The 3th 1L

Editor National Tribune: I enlisted
Aug. 10, 1861, and was mustered oot
Oct. 8, 1866. 1 was with the boys at|
Pea Ridge, March 7 and 8§ 1861 when
we “fought mit Sigel.” We were ordered
to reinforce Gen. Halleck at Corinth,
Miss., and made Cape Girardeau, Mo.,
240 miles, In 10 days, reaching Corinth
the day before evacuation. We were
rushed up to Cincinnati at the time the
farmers helped defend the clty and Na-
tivn, when Buell and Bragg were run-
ning a race for Louisville, and was with
the reorganized army when It started
souti, from Loulsville in October, 1562,
I was In Sheridan’s Division, McCook's
Corps, at Stone River and Chickamaugn,
and at Chattanooga during the slege we
were In the Fourth Corps. We went to
Knoxville to the relief of Burnside's
army in December, 1883. April, 1864,
found us “blowing up our muscles,” and
finally started on the great Atlanta cam-
palgn under that splendid chieftain,
Gen, Wm, T, Sherman. Jog Johnston
and Hood gave us a hol old time that

Summer, but BSherman’s army “got
true. The Journal sald that Davislipere Our corps, the Fourth, and the
came to Nelson tc see about getting Twenty-third Corps, under Schofleld,
arms and equipments for his men.| .o hurrled back to Tennessee when

Hond struck out to capture Nashville
while Sherrran was “marching through
Georgia.” We met the enemy at Colum~
bian and Spring HIll, and then at Frank-
lin. The old boss know what happened
at Franklln when Hood's splendid army
jumped on the Fourth and Twenty-thira

muster-in rolls show they were mus-|3Upplies were on hand: then he would [ngprps, Hood knew when it was all over
tered In for “two years unless sooner find ' 'lf‘ the t-ﬁacl_uunlhf‘r’ B -“m.k" with him, Twelve Confederate Gener-
discharged.” McKenzie, Kellogg and|!ft-siilon accordingly. But Nelson a1 were killed and: wounded la that
Curtls were killed at the First Rull|Was in a rage, and slapped Davis In the | ggeqyit. Nashyille, onl3 two weeks later,
Run battle. Aug. 6, 1862, ,~..,.‘mﬂm.]m|<u=_.. Davie went down stairs, bor-|.ame pretty near cleaning up what wasd

rowed o single-shot pistol and eame|jee of Chentham's and Pat Cleburne's

No. 171, Seth W. Kellogg's father, was=
paid $100 bounty, and July 27, 1868
was paid $50 additional bounty.
Curtls, widow of Delos Curtis, was paid
original and additional bounties Au-
gust, 63, and January, 6%, No heirs
for MceKenzie have made cloims, The
others served until mustered out with
the regiment, May 31, 1863, and no-
celved no bounty, being given a dis-
charge which s:ated that they enlisted
for the “uncxpired term.” notwithstand-
ing the cnlistment and muster-in “for
two years unléss sooner discharged.”
end notwithstanding they left the State
with the regiment and returned with
them, hnving scen all its service. On
July 15, 1887, Hunt received $100
bounty. Welis has been many times
refused. and Tucker was also refused,
after belng told by Hunt that he hal
received dhe bounty, Whether either
of the other seven has received bounty
fince parting at Albion in 1863 [ do
not know. XNeither do I know how
many others of our regiment or of the
other 36 two-vears regiments from
New York or the two from Maine arc
being deprived of bounty under similar
conditions,

The men killed at Bull Run and
Hunt. Tucker and Wells enlisted the
same day In the same company, anl

the three last were mustered out at ths
same time. The claims of the dead
men and Hunt were paid becaure the
enlistment was for two vears, and
Hunt's dischayge was< dentjcal with
that recelved by Tucker and Welly,
signed bv the same officers, given the
same day and place and each stating
discharge was given because of expirn-
tlong of service and cach falsely stating
that thev enlisted for the unexpired
term. Thev lacked from May 31 to
July 8§ of two years' service under a
muster-in of “two years unless sooner
discharged.”” The Government exer-
cised Its option and did not eonsult
them. The Comptrolléer refuses hounty
to Tucker and Wells hecause the dis-
charge =tated we enlisted for “the un-
expired term.” He pays Hunt under
the =ame clrcumstances, and acknowl-
edges the proof was before him that we
mustered “‘for two vears unless sooner
dischurged.” There could have been
no claim maintained for the heirs of
Kellogg and Curtis or by Hunt himseif
If the enlistment had not been for two
Years,

It seems there I8 no power to which
we can appeal for thiz nullification of
law, except to Congress. The man
making the putrageous declston s
greater than all courts or Congress or
President, unless 8 new act can be had
that labels each particular hair on the
dog so there is no possible chance to
evade the law now on the statute book.

I would be glad to hear from any of
the comrades In exactly the same con-
ditlon. It i= not a “square deal”—jt is
Justice facing both ways. It is mighty
poor acknowledgment for services com-
menced when the pay was only $11 per
month, and In my ease coverg nearly a
year's imprisonment.—Henry 8. Wells,
Co, K, 27th N. Y., Second Brigade, First
Division, Sixth Corps, Quincy, Il

—_———

The 11th Ohle.

Editer National Tribune: The 11th
Ohio for the three months' service was
organized at Camp Jack=zon, Columbus,
0., with 10 companies—five from
Miami County, three from Darke Coun-
t¥, and two from Montgomery Coun-
ty. It was mustered April 26, 1861.
(Maj. Burbank Mustering Officer), with
Colonel, J. Finley Harrlson; Lieuten-
ant-Colanel, Joseph W. Frizell; Major,
A. H. Coleman, and had in round num-
bers about 1,000,

On May 1, 1861, it moved to Camp
Dennison, O., being the first full regi-
ment in that famous camp, It reor-
ganieed June 20, 1861, for the three
years” service, with elght companies.
Cos. E and I jolned the regiment in
August, 1862, at Clarksburg, W. Va.

Upon reorganizing the men elected
that adventurer, Charles A, De Vil
liers, Colone]l for the three years' out-

fit; Jomeph W, Frizell, Lieutenant-
Colonel, and Augustus H. Coleman,
Major.

July 6, 1861, it left Camp Dennison
for West Virginia, and arrived at Poilat
Pleasant July 10, serving in Kanawha
Valley and West Virginla until Aug. 17,
1862, when It went East 1o the Army
of Potomac., It was at Bull Run,
Frederick City, South Mountain and
Antletam, where Col. A. H Coleman
was killed (De Villlers having beer
cashiered and Frizell gone to the $4th
Ohio as Colonel).

The Kanawha Division returned to
West Virgin'a, marching from Clarks-
burg, W. Va., to Gauley Bridge.

The 11th Ohlo was detached at Sum-
raerville, where it remalned until Jan.
17, 1863, when It jJoined Gen. Geo.
Crook at Gauley Bridge and embarked
for the Army of the Cumberland.

It was present at the second Fort
Donelson, but not engaged, Then to
Nashville, Tenn.

In February, Crook took it to Car-
thage, Tenn.,, and May 1 to Murfrees.
boro. It wax in Reynolds's Division at
Chickamauga.

After the army reorganization in
Chattanooga, was in the First Brigade,
Gen, John B, Turghin, Third Division,

Gen. A. Bailrd, Fourteenth Corps,

It was mustered out June 20, 1864.
Recrults and wveterans went through
with Sherman to the sea a® a bat-
tallon, not as a regiment, D, C, Stubs
in command.

It has the c¢redit for the following

battles as a regiment:
Tenn.; Tulizhoma,
En, Gao.; Roasville

Hoover's Gap,
Tenn.; Chlckamau-
Gap, Ga.: Lookout
Ridge, Gn.,
Ga.; Roexy Face
Ridge, Ga.; Resaca, Ga.; with very
mgny minor affairs. It had four ofM-
eers killed, seven wounded. Total kill-
ed, wounded and missing, 162, After
Antletam, P. P. Lane was commisgsion-
ed Calonel, Opgden Sireet Lieutennant-
Colonel, Asa !flg;:!ns Major. The Jat-
ter Is living in Oakland, Cal—Ther, L.
Biewart, First Lieutenant, Co. I, Day-
ton, O,

Buzzard's Roost,

-
The Killing of Gen. Nelwon,

Editor Natlonal Tribune: You are
mearly always right, but I hardly think
you do Jeff C. Davls justice in the slay-
Ing of Gen. Nelson. 1 admit that Da-
viz was a stern., sour-looking man.
wig In the Third Division, commanded
by Gen. A, Bailrd, while Davis com-
manded the corps. 1 do nol sea
how Davis could have kept his hand off
of Newon and stayed in the army,

[ back.

23d Mo., Port Orchard, Wash.

THE 186TH N. Y.

Col. Bradley Wiaslow, the Hero of Fort
Mnhone.
o

Editor National Tribune: April 2,
1865, was a memorable day for many
reasons, It was memorable allke to tha
victors and the vanquished, to
friends and relatives of the victors, and,

contest which by the capture of Peters-
burg virtually led to the fall of Rich-
mond-and the end of the clvil war.

The day and the oceasion had Its inci-
dents, tragic and otherwi=e, itz heroes
and its failures—many of the former,
few of the latter. FPossibly each corps
and division which took part in the bat-
tle might claim recognition for many in
their particular organization pre-emi-
nently entitled to the word of pralse for
distinguished conduect on that occasion.
Much has been sald and written of the
various participants in this confiizt, but
I wish to bear testimony to the personal
bravery of one command, the memory
of which will remaln with me and all
survivors of the 186th N. Y. whlile life
lasts, That one ls Col. Bradley Winslow,
our gallant commander, with whom I
served two years in the 35th N. Y., and
later in the 186th till the end of the war.
To us’ who served under him and wit-
nessed his conduct on that memorable
morning he was, and is, and will always
be a typical hero.

It was about 7:30 in the morninz, and
the regiment was ordered to charge on
earthworks protected by abatls and
chevaux de frise. The Colonel had just
glven the order to advance on =&
“sharge.” Instead of belng in the rear
he hurried to the front. and was 75 or
100 feet In advance of the line of battle,
His tall form was prominent in his lone-
liness, belng on higher ground than we
were, and with his sword ralsed abova
his head he gave. his commands In a
voice as clear and mild as If on dress
parade.

Calling his regiment in thrilling tones
to “Move forward! Move forward!"” he
led the charge with the entire column
dashing on in splendid order, meeting
the leaden hall, men falling all along
the line, Soon down goes the gallant
Colonel way In advance of the regiment,
on the highest elevation in the loeality,
plerced with a rebel bullet. In the lace
of the foe, to personally lead a bayonet
charge and to fall far In advance of his
command was an act worthy of hilstori-
cal record, and the 186th N. Y., Becoad
Brigade, Second Division of the Ninth
Corps, wil] surely accord to Col. Bradiey
Winslow the laure! wreath of being the
hero of Fort Mahone.—Kendrick W.
Brown., 186th N. Y., 1205 Kellogg Bt.,
Ames, Jowa.

Gen. Phillp St. George Cooke,

Editor National Tribune: I am
somewhat Interested In your sketch of
Philip 8t. George Cooke which appeared
recentiv.

One might infer from your sketch
that Cooke served In the 1st Dragoons
up untll the time he returned from
Europe, which s not the ecase 1
served In Co. C, 2d U. 8, Dragoons, un-
der command of Lieut.-Col, Philip St
George Cooke In'56 and’'hH7 In Kansas
and in "58 and '50 In Utah. Col. Cooke
left Camp Floyd, Utah, early in the
S;:ring of '69 on his famous European
trip.

I never gaw him agnin, but remem-
ber him very well. He was a splendid
officer to those under his command, If
any of your readers wish to know what
kind of a looking man he was, fanecy
this picture: About as long as a rafl,
as slim as a snake, a= stralght as a
éan pole and with a bad nasal twang
atlached to his volce.

I remember while In Utah our little
army was paraded out for a general
Inspection. 1 think there were 12 com-
panies of mounted troops in line,
When Col. Cooke gave the command,
“Draw saber,” not a single blade was
unsheathed. This wag not because we
were mutinous, but, on account of hils
nasal twang, becnuse we did not under-
stand the command,

Whereupon the Colonel stralghtened
himself up and gave the command In
ci=ar and distinct language with the
addition of, “D’ye understand that,

you?" We anderstood it. It
brought the answer.

I do not know when Cooke returned
from Europe, but T think Albert Sid-
ney Johnston was In command of the
Department of Utah untll he resigned
to enter the Confederate army.—H, H,
Wilson, Newell, Pa.

Deatk of Gen. HIlL

Editor National Tribune: I am al-
published In The National Tribune from
veterans touching upon their experi-
ences In the service; yet it has always
been & marvel to me how enlisted men
and line officers of a regiment could
have observed so much
bered =0 well the many
events that were enacted
limits of thelr own commands,

many

considers It worth.

honor to belong;
mont Brigade,
Corps.
ate llnes on the maorning of Apri]l 2,
1865, |n front of Forts Flsher and
Welch, thd command wheeled (o the
left and moved to the viclnity of
Hatcher's Run. Reétracing the maoarch
by practically the same route, we ar-
rived at a point about opposite that
where the lines were broken in the
early maorning, and not far distan?
from it, at about & o'clock a. m. Halt-
ing there to reform the llnes prepuara-
tory to an advance toward Petersburg,
we first learned of the death of Gen.
A. P. HUl. The report current then.
uand which probably = not far from
the truth, was that he Inadvertently
rode info the Unlon skirmish Hne an?
%0 mel his death. We were too busy
during the remainder of that day to
try to ascertuin who fired the fata)
shot. Personally I do not expect evern
to know and do not regard it impor-
tant that I should.—E. L. Foster, Ad-
jutant, 1st Art, 11th Vi, 180 Roseville
Ave,, Newark, N. J, 3

He met Nelson on the stalrs and
Mrs | Shot him.—Wm. Cline, Cos. H and A,

the

alas, of those whao fell in the sangulnary

wiys greatly intérested In the lefters

and remem-
fmportant
outside Lhe

In the present Instance I refer to the
letters published regarding the
death of Gen. A. P, HIll, and will re-
cord my own recollection, which may
be accepted for just what the reader
I will only men-
tlon the command to which 1 had the
viz, the Second Ver-
f2econd Division, Sixth
After breaking the Confeder-

old veterans, whom we Had been facing
ap to their musie from thy time we left
Loulsville in September, 1862, Here's
a hearty handshake for every old sol-
dler, and especlully those of the Army
of the Cumberland, [ am getting old,
and could not march 240 miies in 10
days now, wading streams, eic., as we
did when hurryving to reinforce Gen.
Hallecrk at Corinth, lving on quarter
rations most of the time. OGften on that
trip and during the preceding campalgn
we were given bran and shorts to live
on until we could get something better,
and the company coffee mill was some-
times pressed into service to grind corn
to make hoecake. If we could have
had a ration of what was afterwards
known as “embalmed beef” we would
have been sa glad that caps would have
been thrown in the air,—George Louns-
berry. Co. E, 36th 11
] I et
Made Coffee of Casior Bennm,

Editor National Tribune: At George-
town, Ga., during the armistice between
Gens, Johnston and Sherman, we lay on
our arms and were to be furnished ra-
tions from a rebel town two miles away,
with orders to stop foraging. I was at
the time a real hungry soldier, and
perspaded a comrade to go with me on
an Independent scout, contrary to or-
ders. of course, but I was just deter-
mined to get something to eat. We
found a big wild hog In a swamp,
welghing nearly 200 pounds, which 1
killed with my gun, We each took a
hunk of bristler and hastened back to
camp. The next morning I thought I
would go down to an old house &nd
barn near by and see if I could find
some heans to roast for coffee, some-
thing we had not Indulged in for a long
time. 1 was overjoyed to =ee in the
cracks of the old barn floor some white
beans and with my camp knife I dug
out a right smart fot. I hurried back
to ecamp, roasted and pounded them
fine, and with my old tin pall and
sheetiron skillet soon had fresh pork
frying and coffee boiling over a brisk
fire. My mouth watered for a #ip of
the deliclous beverage, and my stom-
ache rumbled, greedi)l, eager for the
fresh pork. Soun 1 wis comfortably
seated with my plate of savory, smok-
ing pork and a cup of steaming coffee,
I took & sip as a starter, but somehow
it didn't taste good; it was disagree-
able, in fact, and nauseous to my taste,
I took another, and that was the last,
for 1 realized then that my coffee was
made from castor beans, and I was
indeed sick at heart and stomach for
some time, and the boys made much
fun at my expense.—Wm. H. Rochelle,
Co. B, 24 N. J.; Co. K, 27th N. J.; Co.
C, 2d N. J. Cav., Sparta, N. J.
The U. § Steamer Susquehannn,

Editor National Tribune: From June,
1£61, to June, 1862, I was one of the
crew of the U. 8 5 Susquehanna, of
the North Atlantie Squadron, One dnik
right. I think April 15, 1862, we lay o/f
Cha:leston, 8. C., at anchor, outside the
bar, with fires banked, but standing
regular sea watches. The night was
of Egyptian darkness, 1 was In the
starboard watch, foretop, and came on
deck at midnight. About 3 o'clock a.
m, one of the Master's Mates sald:
“Keep quliet, men.” 1 knew there was
something up. There wa=s a slight
breeze, just enough to fAll a sall, and
approaching u= not far awny was a
vessel, We could not see her distinet-
ly, of course, for she had no lights;
nelther had we, but she seemed to be
headed for Charleston. When not more
than 260 yards from us the Captain
of the brig, for such she proved to be,
spoke to the man at the lead, saying:
“How much water have you  got,
Smith?”* Just then the Captain order-
ed, “Leét go the anchor,” which was
done. We heard them paying out chain.
That settled 1t. If he had kept on his
course he would have gotten over the
bar all right, and have been lying un-
der the guns of Fort Sumter In the
morning, Instead of those of a big war
ship. We lowered the second and third
cutters, and took them by surprise. We
gave them no time to make any resist-
ance. When daylight eame we sent the
Captain and créew on board the Sus-
quehanna and placed a prize crew on
the brig and sent her to New York,
The brig was Joaded with salt and qul-
nine, and had six nlce brass fieldpleces,
with calssons, etc.,, and full equipment.
The Captain of the brig swore and
tore around, but it was no good. He
had s=ailed from England, and had his
bearings all right, but thought he had
better walt till morning bhefore going
into port. Then it was too late.—Rob-
ert Harkinson, 235 Market St., Wes=t
Chester, Pa.

Cumberland Gap.

Editor Natlional Tribune: I am more
than pleased with your Army of the
Cumberland, and with your permission
will add a word as to Mill Springs and
Cumberland Gap, Our battery, the 9th
Ohio, or Wetmore's Battery, was pre-
vious to MIll Springs a four-gun bat-
tery, but two gunsg eaptured at that bat-
tle were turned over to us. This made
ug a six-gun battery, with detalls from
our infantry to help man the additional
guns untll we could get recrults from
Ohlo. After the battle Capt. Wetmore
recelved orders to leave Somerset and
march by the way of London to Cam-
berland Ford. Our Captain wae but 19
yvears of age and weighed only 90
pounds. He was lame In one hip and
was not strong bodlly, but he was thor-
oughly drilled in light artillery, and the
boys had full confidence In him. He
was the Iﬂ'u\'cat of the brave, During
our Mmare to ferry the Rock-

we ha
castle River, and as the boat was small
only one ur two pleces could be taken
over at one time. While we were hard
ut work with part of the battery on the
nther side Col, De Courcy, with the 16th
Ohlo, came up and ordercd Capt, Wei.
mord 1o glvd way to him to cross his
regiment, Capt., Wetmore refused, say-
ing he had the right of way, at the samg
time ordering his two guns on the other
dde into battery, threatening De Cour-
v, if the boat moved from the wharf
with the infantry before his batiery was
wer, with fire from his two guns. At
this the Colonel left and went into the
hotel, and his men took holtl and helped
us get our gune over, and more than
‘hat, np Rockeastle Hill bank. Wo
amped nt Cumberland Ford and Moss
House untll the forward movement for
Cumberland Gap, going into Powell's

A

o ‘

—
possession of Cu‘mberland Gap about
June 20, On the evening of that day
Gen. Morgan ordered apt. Loster’s
battery to fird susalute in the Gap In
honor of possegsign. The tame time the
following daylour battery was to fire
one also, It wasdahe first time we han
used our captured guns. 1 was Corporal
and gunner on third plece, center sec-
tion. In somamvay my No. 1 man, E. P.
Lathom, had both' hands shot off. W
WiSs a4 new expenience to most of the
15,000 troops-atihe Gap at that time,
and the misfertunes of this comrade
took hold of qheir sympathies. 1 was
choseén to go 4o 6Gen. Morgan with re-
gard to raising aipurse for the poor fel-
low. Gen. Morgan's answer was a $10
bifl and permissien to go through the
camps, When Oémrade Lathom went
back to Ohlonwith hls father he took
with him over $1.600 as a gift from his
comrades of Cumberland Gap. There
were four 20-pounders in the Gap at
this time, besides our three six-gun bat-
teries.—W, Wallace James, Eustis, Fla.

Wirz's One Humnne Act.

Col, W. M. Hammond's letter to the
Daughters of the Confederacy, pubiish-
ed in The National Tribune April 19,
1996, calls forth from Wm, H. Allen,
Co. G, 17th lowa, Knoxville, Towa, an
indignant protest. Comrade Allen first
made theé acquaintance of Wirz on Dee,
24, 1864, when he was turned Into An-
dersonville,. What he endured in that
hell upon earth God only knows, Col,
Hammond says that Wirz Implored him
with tears in hls eyes to Impress upon
the nuthorities at Richmond to give the
prisoners better food. Comrade Allen
thinks this was sald for effect only, for
If better food had been provided the
prisoners would never have gotten It
any more than they did the clothing,
blankets and other articles sent by the
Sanitary Commission of the North, Wirz
appropriated these for himself, and
boasted that he was killing more Yan-
kées than Lee at the front, Comrade
Allen thinks the proposed monument
should be located at the South Gate,
where many a poor soldler was murder-
ed. It was here Wire liad his nigger
stockade, where he put many a poor
fellow and left him to die. Col, Ham-
mond says Wirz was unarmed and un-
attended when he passed through the
prigson. “While 1 was there,” says Com-
rade Allen, “never did Wirz come
through without two revolvers in his
belt and a bodyguard.™

To use Comrade Allen's own words,
“I never knew Wirz to do but one thing
that was llke a human being. In Feb-
ruary, 1865, one cold night, some of the
prisoners stole one strip off the dead-
line. It was discovered In the morning,
and reported to Wirz, who at once Is-
sued an order that no more rations
would be given out until the culprit
was found. It was plain that some one
would have to acknowledge taking it,
s0 we began to talk the matter over.
There was a little drummer boy In with
u#, very poor, with no clothes; a pitifal
s#lght. He¢ was hired for 36 extra ra-
tions to give himself up as the one who
stole the dead-line, He was taken by
a guard to Wirz's headguarters, and
confessed he was the offender. * "What
did you do It for?" sald Wirz,

“*1 was fregning. and I bullt a fire to
keep warm,' geplled the boy., Wirz
looked him over, deld the guard to take
him to the eool for n plece of corn-
bread and then to turn him back In
prison. All the beys were dumbfound-
ed by this act. of, humanity. They all
believed the bpy would be shot.”

Coi-vd Troops.

Editor !\'allhpq'! “Tribune: Please state
the number of''colbred troops that were

engaged during ‘the rebellion—George |,

E. Wood, Watérbary, Conn.

The total nimber of colored troops
enlizted during' the war was 186,097, —
Edltor Natlo 11 T;lbune.

3

“THE EXCELSIOR BANNER.”

Where In 1t I—The Presldeat of the 124th
L. Associntion i= Anxions fer Infor-
mnation.

After the surrender of Vicksburg,
and Gen. M. D. Leggett had succeeded
Gen. Logan in command of the Third
Division of the Seventeenth Corps, the
latter, "desiring to bring the troops of
his command to the highest possible
conditlon of drill and discipline,” an-
nounced [n General Orders No. 4,
signed by J. C. Douglas, Assistant Ad-
jutant-General, that he would provide
a blue battlefing on which would be
Inseribed In silver letters “Third Divi-
slon, Beventeenth K Army Corps, Excel-
sior,"” to be presented to the regiment
of the division which, “in battalion
drill, =oldierly appearance, condition of
camp, discipline, and all those quall-
ties which characterize the eflicient,
soldlerly and model regiment, shall
present the best claim to the title 'Ex-
celslor Regiment of the Third Divi-
\;l“n" "

The contest lasted about 30 days, and
enssd in a drill In Vicksburg, at the ter-
minacon of which the flag was present-
ed to the ruccessful regiment by the
gallant McPherson, the award having
been made by the unanimoug decision
of five general officers who had been
gelected as the judges,

By the conditions of the General Or-
der referred to the "Excelsior Banner”
became the property of the division,
and the regiment holding it was sub-
ject at any time to a challenge from
any other regiment in the division, The
reglment which won this flag was never

challenged, but when the forces were
organized for the Atlanta campaign
this regiment was left at Vicksburg

and sulsequently participated in the
campalgn against Mobile, and the Ex-
celsior Banner went with the Third
Division,

Some years ago, In reply to an in-
quiry from the writer as to the fnal
disposition of this prize flag, Gen. Leg-
gett published an article In The Na-
tional TPribune in which he stated that
the flag was sent to Nashville on the
Atlanta campaign, with other stores, in
order to lighten transportation; that
he made a thorough search for the flag
In the Spring of 1865 for the purpose
of sending it to Col. J. H. Howe (who
commanded the regiment which won
it), but he was unable to find it. In a
personal letter to the undersigned Gen.
Leggett subsequently stated that the
flag must have been taken by some one
belonging to the Unlon army, as the
stores referred to were not captured by
the enemy.

T have a copy of the General Order
referred to ahove, a verbatim report of
the judges who awarded the flag, also
personal  letters from Gen. Legweett
bearing on the subject, and other Infor-
mation to prove conclusively that It
wis Gen., Leggett's Intention to restore
this flag to the regilment which “de-
eervedly earned [t after a severe strug-
gle.”

In Memorlal Hall at Springfleld. IIl,
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Earnings pald from day re-
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a place made sacred by the presence
of war-worn remnants, where visitors
are awed into whispers and old sol-
dlers are forced lnto tears, the battle-
fiags of the "Excelslor Regiment” re-
pase. The ends of justice wili not be
gerved until the “Excelsior Banner."
resurrected and restored, shaii rest by
their side. Any informatlon concern-
ing thi® banmer will be thankfully re-
celved by the undersigned. who Dbe-
longed to the regiment which won the
flag, and who, as President of his Regl-
mental Assoclation, belleves It to be
his duty to use such means as he has at

his command to locate the missing

trophy.—C. E. Bassett, Austin Statlon,
Chicago, IIL

The Largest Battles >

Editor Nationpal Tribune: W11 you

give In your reliable paper a list of

some of the largest battles of the ecivil
war and the number killed, wounded
and missing in each.—W. G. Taylor,
Commander, Post 166, G. A. R., Depart-

ment of Massachusetts, Easthampton,
Mass.
In the seven days" retrés®! from

Galines’'s Mills to Malvern Hi®
were 1,682 killed, 7,709 wounde ., 5,958
missing: making a- total of 15,249,
where the Confederate Joss was 17,583,

At Btone River there were 1,532
killed, 7.245 wounded,, 2.800 missing;
making a total of 11,578 to 14,560 on
the Confederate slde.

At Chancellorsville there were 1,512
killed, 9.518 wounded and 5,000 miss-
Ing: making & total of 16,030 to 12,281
on the Confederate side,

At the Slege of Vicksburg there were
546 killed, 3,688 wounded, 303 missing;
making & total of 4,586 to o loss of 31.-
277 on the Confederate side.

At Gettysburg there were probably
5,000 killed, 11,000 wounded and 6,643
mis=ing: making a total of 23,060 to
31,621 on the Confederate gide.

there
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cover ost of matting and we will send yoo u | treal-
ment free. Send to-day. it will relleve you st cooe.
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belonged to Miler's Division, Second
Corps, Army of the Potomac, and jost

In the Wilderness there were 2,309 - .
Killed, 12,185 wounded, 3,893 missing; 551!‘;"“‘:1“:“";}: e o
aking a total of 18,387 10 11,400 Con- SRy i SR SEs
L] - ' ' companles, was organized at Milwaa-

federates.

At Spottsylvania there were 2031
killed, 7.956 wounded, 2,577 mi=sing;
total 12,564 to 9,000 Confederntes,

At Antletam there were 2,010 killed,
8,416 wounded, 1,643 missing; total
12,469 to 25,399 Confederates,

At Chickamauga there were 1,644
killed, 9.262 wounded, 4,940 mizsing;
total 15.861 to 17,804 Confederates.

On the Atlanta Campaign there were
8,051 killed and missing and 283,282
wounded to 32,283 on the Confederats
side.

At the Opequan there were 653 killed,
2.719% wounded, 618 missing; total 4.-
990 to 5,500 on the Confederate side.

At Franklin there were
1,023 wounded, 1,104 missing:
4,326 to 6,252 on the Confederate side.

At Nashville there were 400 killed,
1,740 wounded: total 2,140 to 15.000 on

the Confederate side.—Editor Natlonal

Tribune,

The Tith N. Y.

Editor National Tribune: Please give

a short history of my old regiment, the

7th N. Y.; algo, of the 41st Wls, espe-

clally Co. C.—Ira A. Champlin, Oiean,
I 'T'n.ere were two Tth N. Y. The first
7th N. Y., also called the Steuben Regi-

ment, was organized at New York City

April 23, 1861, to serve two years, and
mustered out May 8, 1863, Col. John
E. Bendix was discharged Aug. 6, 1861;
Col. Edward Kapff resigned Feb. 8,

1562, and Col. George Von Bchack was

the regiment was
brevetted a
It

in command when
mustered out. He was
Brigadier-General March 13, 1865.
belonged to Hancock's Division,
ond Corps, and lost 102 Killed and 47
from disease, ete.

The second Tth N. Y. was organized
at Hart Ieland from August, 1863, and

188 killed.
total

Sec-

kee, June 8, 1864, to serve 100 days,
and was mustered out September, 1584,
It had no Colonel, but was under tha
command of Lieut.-Col. George B,
Goodwin, It lokt 18 men from disease,
etc. We cannot give company histo-
ries.—Editor National Tribune.

PENSIONS

AN ENDORSEMENT.
“The firm Iz worthy of mofidence upon the ground
both of competency and honesty,™
The Nutionst Tribune, dpril 1, 1497,
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was mustered out Aug. 4, 1865. The . W- Endl':;n‘ .g
Colonel was George Von Schack, who| when satisfied. e e
was brevetted a Brigadier-General. I1t| R Buachstein Co., W8, Istdv. &, ;
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Union.

L. campaigns,

the firing upon Fort Sumter.
success of either side.

States of the South over into Secession.

 fairness to the participants on both sides.
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By JOHN

P

The Struggle for Missouri

A New War History of the Greatest Value

McELROY

éHE STRUGGLE for the control of the great State of Missouri, with her wealth of
resources, myriads of excellent soldiers, and dominating position in the Mississippi
Valley, was one of the most tremendous of the issues precipitated upon the country by
The way that Missouri would go was almost vital to the
£ If she could be taken into the Southern Confederacy, it would be an
accession of power that would promise almost the certainty of victory to the mewly set up
Government; and on the other hand, if her weight could be thrown for the Union, it would be
a tower of strength to the Government in the mighty task before it of reasserting its authority.
Into this struggle for the control of the mighty State entered some of the ablest men th=p
living, and they played for the colossal stake at issue with the highest courage, foresight and
political and military skill.
The contest began immediately after the election of Abraham Lincoln by Claiborne F.
Jackson, the Governor of Missouri, and all the officials associated with him in the State Gov-
ernment, attempting to carry out the plans which had been so successful in taking the other
A Jackson and his coterie found opponents that were
quite equal, if not superior, to them in the stanch Union men of Missouri, led by Hon. Frank
P. Blair, to whose assistance came later Gen. Nathaniel Lyon, and the struggle between the
splendidly-able, sagacious, bold and forceful leaders on both sides makes a story of thrilling
The first stake played for was the possession of the city of St. Louis and the great
United States Arsenal, and then followed the campaign for the control of the State with the
battles of Wilson’s Creek and Pea Ridge, by which the Unionists won a complete victory,
displaced the Secessionist State Government, installed one favorable to the Union, and securely
fastened Missouri, with all her fighting men and material resources, firmly on the side of the
- It makes one of the most momentous epochs in American history, and its story is told
., with vivid interest from first to last, coupled with entire historical accuracy and the utmost
i : It is something never before done or attempted, and
“wo. it contains a vast amount of the most valuable history which has never been assembled before
' * in any one volume.
: The book is handsomely printed on fine paper, with large, clear type, and embellished by
i... maps, to the preparation of which the greatest care has been given, so as to present to the
viot reader at a glance the controlling geographical and topographical fea
In addition to these is a magnificent three-color picture of the historical meeting
. . between Lyon and Blair on one side and Gov. Jackson and Gen. Sterling Price on the other, in
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es in the mighty

Valley via Rogers's Gap, and taking ]

i i which all arguments and all attempts to patch up a truce were exhausted, and there was noth-
-, ing left but immediate appeal to the sword. The war began as soon as the meeting broke up.
There are also unusually fine portraits of all the leading actors in these great events, with
artistic pictures of some of the incidents, The volume is bound in a rich, attractive, lasting
binding, which will make it an ornament to any library and be worthy of its great and perma-
nent historical value,

The price of the book, postpaid, is $2.

This book will be ready for delivery September go. No order for the first edition of the
“Struggle for Missouri” will be received after August 30.

Address THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE, Washington, D. C.
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